During his convalescence at Juhu after his discharge in May
st year Gandhiji caused a limited number of copies of his
irrespondence with Government, while he was in detention, to
ae prepared for private circulation among friends. It was divided
ato two parts, his reply to the Government's pamphlet
^Congress Responsibility for the Disturbances, 1942-43" consti-
jtuted a separate volume (part II), the rest of the correspondence
'being included in part I. About 200 cyclostyled copies were in
this way distributed with a prefatory covering letter which too
is reproduced in this volume. Great precaution was taken and no
copy was sent to the press. Enterprising news agencies however
got scent of it and after a tussle with the central authority
released parts of the correspondence to the press, A plucky Bom-
bay daily published the whole of it in two instalments. Soon
after the Government themselves brought out the political
correspondence included in the two cyclostyled volumes as a
government publication with a highly tendentious and mis-
leading 'summary' which was handed to the press, especially
the foreign press, along with it. Only a limited,edition was pub-
lished. Popular demand for a full edition has since continued
to grow. The present volume is in answer to that demand.

The correspondence is divided into nine sections. The first
section consisting of letters 1 to 16 is of a miscellaneous charac-
ter and is illustrative of the tone and temper of the authorities
in those early days of August, 1942, immediately after the mass
arrests of Congressmen. The first letter in the series is addressed
to the Government of Bombay on the day after Gandhiji's
arrival in the Aga Khan Palace. It refers to the incident of the
manhandling of a fellow Satyagrahi prisoner on the way as the
party were being brought from Bombay to Poona, and contains
- a request for the Sardar and his daughter being put with him,
and for being supplied with newspapers. Other matters dealt
with are restrictions on the nature and scope of permissible
correspondence and the inordinate delay of over three weeks in
the delivery of a condolence message which Gandhiji had sent to
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